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out hopes of a speedy meeting. One after another he took them out of the box which had held some of them for many years, and each seemed equally difficult to part with. However, as he wrote to Madame Hanska, he knew that he was doing right in destroying them, and that the painful sacrifice was absolutely necessary.
Meanwhile, Emile de Girardin was naturally becoming impatient about the continuation of " Les Paysans," which he had never received.* He wrote to Balzac at the end of April, 1847, that the printer had been ready for the finish of the book since the November before, and that unless Balzac could produce it in June, the idea of its appearance in La Presse must be given up altogether ; and in this case he must ask the author to settle with M. Kouy about the advances of money already made to him. He further remarked, with scathing though excusable distrust in Balzac's fulfilment of his business engagements, that he refused to continue to bring out the work at all, unless he were absolutely certain that it was com pletely written and that no further interruption would ensue. Friendly social relations still subsisted, however, between Balzac and the Girardins, as, about the same time that Emile penned this uncompromising epistle, the following note reached
* " La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac," by the Vicomte de Spoel berch de Lovenjoulj from which the whole account of Balzac's rupture with Girardin is taken.
20d at once be handed over to the Czar. If this were to happen, Balzac'she same letter he says :
